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Series Introduction

Our nation’s agriculture is a truly miraculous enterprise, a place where only 2% of the population feeds, clothes, and fuels the other 98%, along with millions more worldwide. Farmers and ranchers of all stripes contribute mightily to our quality of life. As a result, American consumers spend less to feed themselves than any other country in the world. Our nation’s very roots are in agrarian culture and over time we’ve lost the connection between our food and those who produce it.

America’s Heartland is a weekly public television series, hosted by Paul Ryan, that celebrates all aspects of our nation’s agriculture. Profiling the people, places, and processes of agriculture, the series taps in to—and strengthens—the ties that bind us all together: the love of our land and the respect for the people who live on and from it; a national fascination with food; curiosity about unfamiliar places and ways of life; and the bedrock American values of family - hard work and the spirit of independence.

Heartland crews have traveled to all 50 states. The show’s stories are as varied as you can imagine: process stories from Louisiana shrimp to Vermont maple syrup to Texas sugar cane; crop stories that feature Iowa soybeans, Maine potatoes, Washington cherries, Arizona lettuce and sweet Georgia carrots; places like a family-owned Aloe Vera farm, an underground mushroom farm, and a historic Texas cattle ranch.  The series celebrates the diversity of cultures that tended our agrarian roots, and are still producing today, ranging from Basque sheepherders in the far West, German farmers in South Dakota, Creoles in Louisiana and the Amish in Pennsylvania.  
America’s Heartland is a magazine-style, half-hour series produced by KVIE, Sacramento, in high definition digital widescreen format. Sponsors are the Monsanto Company and the American Farm Bureau Federation. The series is a national evolution of California Heartland, a popular and critically acclaimed series KVIE produced for eight years.

America’s Heartland is a production of KVIE, Sacramento and distributed by America’s Public Television.
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