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America’s Heartland Season 4 Preview

     America’s Heartland is back on the road!  Our crews are traveling all across the U.S., capturing some great stories about American agriculture for our fourth season debuting in September 2008. The upcoming season provides new opportunities to share what America’s farmers and ranchers are doing to provide food, fuel and fiber to our nation and the world.  This season will also deliver a new look, style and format that brings viewers even closer to the farm and ranch families we meet.

     Season Four will give viewers new insights into agriculture as the program visits agricultural enterprises across the country. We have found that many consumers, especially in these times of increasing food prices; don’t really understand the role American agriculture plays in making sure that products are abundantly available to consumers at a fair price. Our producers and reporters spend many weeks on the road meeting the men and women who grow the food, fuel and fiber that make their way from farms and ranches to your home and table. 

     Along with personal stories, Season Four of America’s Heartland will examine some trends in agriculture that reflect ongoing concerns about new energy sources and climate change.  Producers have already been to Texas to report on vast wind farms capable of producing significant amounts of electricity.  The program will also report on how some growers are taking carbon dioxide out of the air and capturing it in the soil by using “no-till” farming practices.  We’ll travel to China and Taiwan to discover the growing markets for American grains and livestock. As with earlier seasons, reporters and producers are seeking out those personal stories that give viewers a unique insight into the challenges, achievements and dreams of those who live in our rural communities.

     In season 4, host Paul Ryan spends even more time with farmers and ranchers, learning about their daily activities.  It’s another opportunity to give viewers a personal glimpse into their lives and hopes for the future. 

     This season, all 22 of America’s Heartland episodes are being recorded and broadcast in High Definition.  Viewers who’ve come to love the program’s stunning videography will enjoy even more compelling images in this exciting new format. America’s Heartland is a production of KVIE, Sacramento and distributed by American Public Television

About American Public Television

With more than 10,000 hours of programming in its library, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations for 47 years, distributing more than 300 new program titles per year. In 2006, APT launched Create – the TV channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. 
Known for its leadership in identifying innovative, worthwhile and viewer-friendly programming, APT has established a tradition of providing public television stations with program choices that strengthen and customize their schedules, such as such as Rick Steves' Europe, Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, Sara's Weeknight Meals, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Doc Martin, Broadway: The Golden Age, Lidia's Family Table, Rosemary and Thyme, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, The Big Comfy Couch, Celine Dion: A New Day, Queen Rock Montreal, Monarchy With David Starkey, Spain...on the road Again, and other prominent documentaries, dramatic series, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies. For more information about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org.
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