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America’s Heartland Season 4 Show Overview
     America’s Heartland takes a detailed look at agriculture in America. The half hour magazine style program puts reporters and photographers on the road across the nation to meet the people who produce the food for our tables and the fiber that goes into our clothing. In addition, we meet the men and women also working to produce the biofuels helping America towards energy independence.  

     America’s Heartland is produced by KVIE Television in Sacramento, California.

The show’s producers and reporters began the season with stories about the shortage of food production veterinarians-a critical piece in the nation’s food supply picture. 

They also took a look at the ever increasing number of farmers markets in large and small cities across the country. The growth has been fueled by an increasing consumer demand for food that’s “Fresh from the Farm.”  And they noted that consumers are more willing than ever travel to the farms themselves where they can harvest fruits and vegetables that go directly from the farm field to the dinner table. 

Season four also brings some very special theme shows.  One show focuses on the extremes of nature and what it means all along the food supply chain. They travelled through the Midwest where farmers faced challenges from nature in the form of rains that delayed planting and washed away crops. They visited the South where long standing drought has taken its toll on both farmers and ranchers. They report on how growers in California deal with the devastation of wildfires. And they look at how agricultural weather forecasting is a means whereby farmers try to stay ahead of the weather.  In two other theme shows, America’s Heartland goes aboard the USS Ronald Reagan, a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier where food from the Heartland plays a role in America’s security and where culinary personnel dish up thousands of meals each day for our service men and women.  The show also travels to Taiwan and Mainland China to see how farm products from the heartland play a role in the economic well being of our nation and a role in providing critical foodstuffs for expanding populations. 

In season 4, host Paul Ryan spends even more time with farmers and ranchers, learning about their daily activities.  It’s another opportunity to give viewers a personal glimpse into their lives and hopes for the future. 

This season, all 22 of America’s Heartland episodes are being recorded and broadcast in High Definition.  Viewers who’ve come to love the program’s stunning videography will enjoy even more compelling images in this exciting new format.  America’s Heartland is a production of KVIE, Sacramento and distributed by American Public Television

About American Public Television

With more than 10,000 hours of programming in its library, American Public Television (APT) has been a prime source of programming for the nation’s public television stations for 47 years, distributing more than 300 new program titles per year. In 2006, APT launched Create – the TV channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. Known for its leadership in identifying innovative, worthwhile and viewer-friendly programming, APT has established a tradition of providing public television stations with program choices that strengthen and customize their schedules, such as such as Rick Steves' Europe, Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, Sara's Weeknight Meals, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Doc Martin, Broadway: The Golden Age, Lidia's Family Table, Rosemary and Thyme, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, The Big Comfy Couch, Celine Dion: A New Day, Queen Rock Montreal, Monarchy With David Starkey, Spain...on the road Again, and other prominent documentaries, dramatic series, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies. For more information about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org.
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