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America’s Heartland
50 word synopses 

Season 2
201
Visit the Sims cattle ranch, a 21-thousand acre spread outside Laramie, Wyoming. Grapefruit growers are banding together to address a basketful of new challenges. Meet some Florida folks who among the nation’s largest producers of tropical fish for pet stores. Discover that some of the juiciest watermelons are found, surprisingly, in our desert southwest.  Wyoming rancher raising yaks swears they’re just as tasty as beef. 

202

Explore the uncertain supply and rising cost of fuel and energy through bio-fuel. Discover farm gear that is growing more sophisticated than most people imagine. Look around the Heartland, and you’ll find tractors and trucks long past their prime restored to glowing health. A gathering of mule breeders in Tennessee, the supposedly-stubborn critters, who have great affection for them. 

203
An Iowa woman who transforms her own sorrow into action by creating a nationwide movement to make farms safer for kids. A Tennessee corn farmer shares the challenges, concerns, and his hopes at the start of another planting season. Meet a craftsman who’s using much of Indiana’s renowned hardwood to make his own popular products. Florida’s alligators are now a resource, and a crop. A new breed of wranglers is finding gold in their hides.

204

Farm families who are facing the future determined to begin again and triumph over Mother Nature. Ranchers from all across the west head for Denver and The National Western Stock Show. A Kentucky farm family who traded their tobacco crop to become the, “The Salsa Sisters.”  Bison now number up to 200,000, thriving on farms, ranches, and parks.  Bug farming can be a pretty hot business – if you grow the right ones.

205
Americans are fueling up with energy from the cornfield.  Then the brew that’s big business for farmers in the heartland. There’s hard work and dedication needed to harvest America’s stone crabs. RFD-TV is a network geared to the needs and interests of farmers and ranchers all across the country.  A Missouri dairy farmer with a fresh approach to marketing milk. 

206
See how activity on the Chicago Board of Trade determines the price you pay for food on your table .Visit a very special spot in Iowa where moviemakers from Hollywood transformed two family farms into a "Field of Dreams. Learn how modern windmills are generating energy for consumers, and cash for farmers and ranchers, all across the country. Rural communities and farmers are getting help turning their history and hard work into a selling point for visitors. Meet some young folks who are harvesting much more than good grades in their school gardens.

207
A unique program helped feed America during the darkest days of World War Two as Mexican farm workers were invited north to work as Braceros. Discover some rich traditions as these "Spanish Ranchers" work the land as their ancestors did. See how farmers in the “Peach State” grow and harvest this sweet tasting delight and visit an annual peach festival. Meet a California farmer for whom the peach is more than just a fruit - Mas Masumoto.

208

Discover the farms, fields and honky tonks that form the roots of one branch of American country music. Hurricane Katrina roared into the Gulf of Mexico in 2005, the small fishing town of Delacroix, Louisiana was directly in its path. Georgia grows and processes some 60 million pounds of pecans every year. California Almond farmers grow 80% of the world’s almond supply. Washboard mussels aren’t eating mussels, but used for producing freshwater pearls.

209

We’ll see how farmers, ranchers and preservationists are working together to protect precious farmland. Sutter Buttes, in California’s Central Valley,  is one of the Heartland’s most unusual places – the world’s smallest mountain range. Farmers’ markets are booming across the U.S.  We’ve found fine wines being produced in a location you may not have considered.

210
Travel down the Mississippi to meet the farmers who depend on the river for the success of their farming efforts. Discover that Hannibal, Missouri’s history has more to offer than just Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. See how the Port of South Louisiana plays a vital role for farmers and ranchers who depend on the river to get their goods to markets all around the world. Meet a Palmyra, Missouri farmer who has unique advantages and challenges. St. Louis still calls itself the “Gateway to the West.” The Heartland’s harvests head for the world’s dinner tables on the seaways of South Louisiana. 

211
An Ohio entrepreneur created a “farmers only” website designed to help ag folks find their heartthrob in the heartland. The Fulton Fish Market’s been providing the freshest seafood to New Yorkers for more than a century.  The same spirit of innovation can be found in both the fields of Iowa, and on the rooftops of Manhattan when it comes to growing veggies.  Some American farmers hope you’ll try their caviar raised right here in the heartland. Visit a farm that produces and distributes more than 200 gourmet products worldwide.

212

Pat McConahay visits a close knit farming community in South Carolina whose roots date back hundreds of years. Iowa farmers keep tradition alive with crops and crafts from the Heartland’s Amana Colonies.  A honey of a harvest in the heart of New York City. Urban Beekeepers! Meet a farm family in Tennessee whose method of raising livestock takes them, “Back to the Land.” We’ll show you how researchers are taking a whole new look at horticulture.

213
Every week a quarter of a million New Yorkers get their food at one of more than three dozen farmers markets across the city. South Carolina’s 18th-century aromatic rice and home to the largest rice milling and marketing operation in the world: Riceland Foods. A Connecticut farm family who may have found the secret to saving their 240-year old farm…in an ice cream recipe.  Magical Farms in Litchfield, Ohio. It’s one of the Heartland’s largest alpaca ranches.  
214

Harvest time is both the symbolic and actual end of a year’s hopes and dreams for farmers throughout the heartland. Increasingly important in many areas of the United States is a drive to “Buy Local.” The goal to help your local farmer.  Garlic growers get together with local lovers of that scented herb. The result a world famous food fair.  Charleston, South Carolina is where our country’s only tea plantation is located. Kristin Ford is renewing an old American tradition: churning out hard apple cider-an alcoholic beverage.  

215

Running his harvester in Madison, Alabama is usually cotton farmer Stuart Sanderson’s favorite place to be. Farmers celebrate their season and their profession with a unique event called a “tractorcade.”  A South Carolina hog farmer is part of a new trend  to raise their animals in a “natural” way. Meet a female aquaculture farmer who’s part of a third generation of shellfish harvesters. Farmers have celebrated the end of the harvest season with festivals and fairs since ancient times.

216
Thanks to summer days lasting almost 24 hours, Alaskan farmers grow incredibly large vegetables. The Alaska State Fair is still the best place to see the state’s agricultural bounty. Growing potatoes in the cool wet weather of Alaska is just one of the challenges. Today, Alaskan waters produce more than seven hundred million pounds tasty salmon. It’s the Arctic’s oldest living species the musk ox. 

217

Many people may forget that the cowboy’s main pursuit has always been agricultural: the production of food. The cowboy profession is taught in college – one “cowboy college,” to be exact. We’ll learn about the role that cowboy poetry played in the story of the old west. Meet cowboy author Baxter Black who puts a unique spin on western life.Capture the scenes of the American West in the work of two artists.

218

The lowly potato is getting the high-tech treatment in central Wisconsin. Randy Hartjes isn’t afraid of hard work, but chronic health problems haven’t made it easy for him to handle all the chores on his Wisconsin dairy farm. It’s one of the hottest and driest places on earth yet farmer Brian Brown has a thirst for growing dates. One Oregon Farm family looks at a healthy harvest in Hazelnuts. A Utah farmer who’s come up with artistic creations in his cornfield. 

219

Along with thousands of Midwest farmers William Henley was coping with the ravaging effects of an eternal enemy: drought. Castle Valley Greenhouses in the tiny town of Newcastle is producing truckloads of red, ripe tomatoes by tapping into the earth’s raw power. In eastern Washington State, the you-pick way has already become an institution. In Connecticut, one farm family that was under heavy pressure to sell decided not to wait for a white knight. Paleontologists from around the world were flocking to St. George, Utah.

220

Poultry producers must process and ship close to 8.5 million birds each year to meet demands. Heartland hens lay close to 70-billion eggs for market every year. Today, the state of Wisconsin wears the cranberry crown. A trip to California reveals how almonds play a major role in that state’s agricultural economy. In Washington, we discover a family raising more than 350 varieties of Dahlias.
